. .. ̃ —!.. ̃ .. ̃ —.—. = 
h *. — — Lew Sg — wn — — n * — —— . — a IV uf Fn warm OE — 
7 +9 1 
3 
— . : 
' o 
8 4 
. * 
* 
4 
; > : f 
pg % * Fg * K 9 
— * 
5 — 
| 8 a 
| 8 
5 N ; . = £24 1 
f . — 
- 3 > g — 8 o 
5 So: £ 
* * 7 : . 4 
Xa 9 S 
* * * * 6 £ p . 8 
— . 7 4 p + s % * 0 a C 2 
i Ry 7 © 2 . 
8 * 7 * « g [24 
Ng 1 . 7 —— 5 — O 
% . 
— i" . * 7 0 .D 
, 75 < 2 2 i 'Q k =D 
| __ . 2 2 8 * 
» 7 [ef ' [S] 12 A 
4 — 
60 . £ = * 
q 1 XX 
[x] 2 „„ | 
| IE 2 
* * * — 
* 8 * 2 * ot O UP 
| 2-8 & 
6 * -Y . 
by o 5 4 _ * 7 72 * 
1 ww { | f S 
2 5 „* ; . : 
* - * i 3 — 
7 » — — 4 


Veneris, 30% Die Novembris, 1798. 
ORDERED, Nemine Contradicente, 
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« to the Rev. Dr. RenneLL for the Sermon 
« by him preached Yeſterday, before this 
« Houſe, at St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter : and 
« that Mr. STEELE and Sir WILLIAu Younc 
te do acquaint him therewith.” | 
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PSALM II. VERSE 11. 


Rejoice with trembling. 


I N the diſpenſations of Almighty God to 
the national communities of the earth, when 
compared with his dealings with particular 
nen, although we find a ſufficient degree 
of analogy to enable us to refer them to 


circumſtances of ſtrong diſſimilarity are to 
be traced. Undoubtedly the movements 


and conſiſtent to man in his individual as 


B can 
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their genuine ſource, yet notwithſtanding, 


of God's Providence are ſteady, uniform, 


well as in his collective capacity. No event 


— —— vane es. —— — 
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can take place in cither of theſe, but ac- 
cording to the operation of cauſes fixed and 
predetermined in the Divine counſels, and 
directed to ends of conſummate wiſdom, 
mercy, and goodneſs. It is ſuperfluous: to 
obſerve, - that what is generally called 


chance, accident, fortune, deſtiny, can have 


no place whatever in the life and concerns 
of man. No chaſm or ſpace for them 
occurs even for a moment. The admiſſion | 
of theſe empty and unmeaning names, into 
the language rather than the opinions of 
various ſects among the Heathen philoſo- 
phers, was moſt juſtly expoſed, and repro- 
bated by one of the moſt animated and 
poignant of the ſatiriſts of antiquity x. But 
in the infinite variety of circumſtances in 
which individuals are placed, the ſecret 
hand of the Almighty, however eaſily . 
traced by reflection and conſideration, is 
often hid from the eyes of men. Not unfre- 
* Lucian. 


quently 


— 


C3] 
quently indeed, by the intoxication of ambi- 
tion, the deluſion of paſſion, the flutter and 
debility of fſelf-conceit, and above all, by 
the obduracy of guilt, the mercies and 
judgments of the great moral Governor of 
the Univerſe are entirely overlooked, even 
by thoſe who actually experience them. 
The marks ſet by him upon private men, 
are with their bodies caſt into the grave; 
and their crimes or virtues (even when they 
are ſo recorded) are written only in the 
memories of thoſe who lived with them, or 
regiſtered in the © fleſhly tables of each 
man's conſcience, But the great features 
of the Divine adminiſtration to communities 
are incomparably more diſtinct, and pro- 
minent. It is not to the Jewiſh nation 
alone that the arm of the Lord was re- 
& yealed” in the TEMPORAL effects of 
obedience to his will, or, revolt from his 
government. The whole courſe of hif- 
tory ſhews, the unbroken tenor of events 

45 5 demon- 
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demonſtrates, all experience irreſiſtably 


evinces, that the effects of his juſtice or 


mercy, are as regular and determinate, as 


the movements and laws of the material 
ſyſtem. Whether by the undiſturbed pro- 
greſs of natural cauſes, or by the miracu- 


lous interpoſitions recorded in Holy Scrip- 


ture, his purpoſes are equally fulfilled. In 
both theſe caſes, in Almighty God there is 


s no variableneſs or ſhadow of change.“ One 


ſimple and univerſal law ſtretches through 


the wideſt expanſe of his moral creation, 
all things work together for good, to thoſe 


& who love and fear Him.” 


The reaſons of this diverſity of the Divine 
diſpenſations to Nations and Individuals, 
would I am perſuaded, if we followed the 
train of thought the ſubject ſuggeſts, appear 
to be founded in the deepeſt wiſdom. It 
would be evident, among various other 
. conſiderations, that without the viſible and 


palpable 


EC $ 2) 


palpable exertions of his might, the frenzy 


of man, when augmented by concert, and 
inflamed by reciprocal. example, would 
exceed all the bounds which the preſerva- 


tion of his creatures demands. At divers © 


«© times,” therefore, ** and in ſundry man- 


ce ners, his power has obſervably inter- 
poſed, that the nations of the earth may 


&« ſee, and know, and conſider together, that 
«© the Lord hath done this, and the 198 One 


4 of ae created it. 


But we truſt that the general inveſtiga- 
tion of this important ſubje& is ſuperfluous 
0 thoſe before whom I am now called to 
ſpeak. By the very act of aſſembling them- 
ſelves by public authority, they admit 


the general principle adverted to, and ac- 


knowledge the general duty founded upon 
it. It therefore appears expedient to en- 
deavour (for I fear it can be only an en- 
deavour) to conſider the magnitude of that 


B 3 5 parti- 
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particular interference, which the mercy 
of the Almighty has ſhewn in behalf of 
theſe kingdoms, as a juſt foundation of 
natural joy, and to mark the direction of 
it which the Holy Pſalmiſt (who had 
' abundantly experienced both for himſelf 
and his people ſo many providential inter- 
| poſitions) points out to us, namely, that it 
| ſhould be exhibited © iy trembling.” 


The calamities and diſtractions, which 
the French Revolution has for many years 
paſt ſpread over the greateſt part of Europe, 


have extended their operations, and conſe- | 


quences, far beyond the limits to which 


former experience could point, or ordinary 


fagacity could predict. It is true indeed, | 


that very fanguine, though indefinite, hopes 
were raiſed in the breaſts of thoſe, who 
ſaw in the very germ of the plauſible and 


metaphyſical abſtractions, by which this 
tremendous moral peſtilence was ufhered 


4 | into 


„ 
into open day, that it promiſed ſuch a rich 
harveſt of miſchief, that its principles were 


at all hazards to be ſupported, and its prac- | 
tices, by every poſſible exertion and artifice, 


promoted and defended. Men of ſharp 
wits and beggared fortunes early ſaw, that 
under the thin diſguiſe of liberty and fra- 
ternity, ſuch confuſion would enſue, as 
might probably lead to their real and 


favourite project; that is, to a repartition of © 


property in every nation in Europe. Add to 


this, that the relaxed and morbid ſtate of 
morals throughout Europe, incalculably 


aided and accelerated the progreſs of the 
evil. Diſorders which a ſound and vigour- 


ous body, though at the expence of ſome 
ſtruggles, reſiſts, where the whole head 


« is ſick, and the whole heart faint,"”” ſoon 


overſpread a diſeaſed frame with putrefaction 


and diſſolution. The oppoſition which 
ſound and genuine religion might have 


offered, was enervated by SUPERSTITION, | 
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and overwhelmed by the Arürrs which 
the corruptions of SUPERSTITION had 
principally engendered. The debility, the 
diſcord, the private and ſelfiſh views of 
many of thoſe Continental Powers, who 


_ attempted to counteract this revolutionary 


ſyſtem by force of arms, and the treachery 
of many of the inſtruments in whom they 
confided, ſo baffled and enfeebled every 
effort to oppoſe the common enemy, that 
a train of the moſt unproſperous events 
_ enſued ; and in the iſſue of the conteſt, the 
moſt flouriſhing, fertile, and opulent coun- 
tries, in very diſtant regions of the world, 
became 1n their turns the victims of inſult, 
violence, and depredation. Of French 
principles, and of F rench force, it may feel- 


ingly be ſaid, ** zhe land is as the garden of 
«© Eden before them, and behind them a deſ0- 


late wilderneſs.” 


It is ſufficiently obſervable, that thoſe 


Who 


X41] 

who begun their career by hypocritically 
diſclaiming every deſign of increaſing the 
territorial acquiſitions of France, have pro- 
jected, and in no ſmall degree actually com- 
paſſed, a plan and ſyſtem of foreign ſubju- 
gation, of which the dominion of ancient 
Rome, the incurſion of the barbarous 
hordes upon its decaying empire, and even 
the wide ſweep of Oriental conqueſt, ex- 
hibit but a faint idea, and a diſproportionate 
reſemblance. © Convulſive force has been 
aided by the moſt refined artifice. The 
policy of Jeſuits has been combined with the 
frenzy of Maniacs. From craft and vio- 
lence ſo directed and exerted, effects have 
flowed moſt ſignally deplorable. The 
Scriptures alone can ſupply. us with lan- 
guage adequate to a deſcription of the con- 
dition of the wretched countries ravaged, 
| ſubdued, and occupied by the French ar- 
mies. Behold the tears of ſuch as were 
«© oppreſſed, and they had no comforter ! 


* and 


( © Y 

1 and on the fide of their oppreflors/there 
e was power, but they had no comforter'! 
% Wherefore I praiſed the dead which are 
* already dead, more than the living which 
« are yet alive. Vea better is he than 


| 4. both they, which hath not been, Who 


% hath mot feen the evil work Which is 
« done under the fun ! 


Let it not be forgotten, that by the un 
provoked aggreſſion of the enemy this 
country was originally involved in the pre- 
ſent conteſt, the moſt ſtrictly juſtifiable 
and legitimate, in the eyes of God and man, 
of any which hiſtory has recorded : and it 
has been marked in its progreſs by an ho- 
nourable and neceſſary endeayour to avert 
from herſelf, and the reſt of the civilized 
woyrld, the moſt diſaſtrous evils, and to 
counteract the principles in which they 
originated. | 


4 


„% 
To thoſe who did not obſtinately reſiſt, 


or affect to reſiſt, the ſtrongeſt evidence of 


facts, the real character of the French Re- 
volution muſt, from the moment it began 
to interpoſe in the concerns of other na- 


tions, have completely developed itſelf. 
The ſpecific and preciſe form and ſhape, 
under which it now appears, it aſſumed at 


a very early period. Vet deluſion upon this 
head was every where attempted, and even 


in this country was for a ſhort period not 


without ſome proſelytes. The effects of 
theſe events were repreſented to teem with 


the moſt kindly and beneficial conſequences, 
extending to. all nations, and languages, 


and people. Far other views of this unpa- 
ralleled ſyſtem were adopted even in its 
incipient ſtages, by the wiſdom and fore- 
ſight of the Britiſh legiſlature, and with 
ſome inconſiderable exceptions, very gene- 
rally approved by that ſound and ſtrong 


fenſe, which characterizes THE GREAT BODY 


OF 


” AS Se - — — 
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or THE COMMONALTY Or THIS,' LAND. 


It is now placed by recent events, out of the 
power even of faction to controvert, that 
we have contended even from the begin- 
ning, for no leſs an object than oUR NA- 
TIONAL EXISTENCE ; and that we have 


been diſcharging. a high and indiſpenſable. 


duty to ourſelves, our relatives, our poſte- 


rity, and to the whole human race. If 
the world, in its moſt diſtant quarters, has 


been preſerved from one overwhelming 
tyranny and ruin, it muft be aſcribed to the 


firmneſs, the magnanimity, and conſtancy, 


which it hath graciouſly pleaſed Almighty 


God (from whom alone is every good and 


perfect gift) to impart to the counſels of 
this nation, and to the courage, enterprize, 
and activity, with which he has fo largely 
endowed thoſe who have been called to 


defend it in arms. Our ſtruggle hath 
aſſuredly been ſharp, our perils imminent, 


and our ſacrifices great and many, Yet 


amidſt 


ſe 


All 
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amidſt all we have ' ſuſtained, and all 
which may {till remain behind to be ſuſtained 
by us, it cannot but be moſt legitimately 
grateful to an Engliſh heart to recollect, 
that amidſt the humiliation and diſcomfi- 
ture of every Ally originally engaged in 

this conteſt, amidſt the variouo reverſee and 

overthrows which have been experienced 
; by moſt of the ſurrounding nations, how- 
ever varied in their circumſtances and di- 
verſified in their forms, of government, 

that although this nation was left ing to 
ſupport a conteſt to which the reſt of Eu- 
| rope was found to be unequal ; yet, that 
in every region of that element on which 
the power of Great Britain, its riches, aud 
its greatneſs. are founded and eſtabliſhed; 
the victories wrought for us during the pre- 
ſent conflict, ſhould, in ſplendour, magni- 
tude, and importance, exceed the moſt ſig- 
nal of thoſe. which preceded them in our 
aunals. And indeed, when we give ſcope 


to 
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torr thoughts, and carry them forward to 
4 contemplation of the peculiar circum- 
ſtances which belong to one of the leading 
events we now deyoutly commemorate : | 
when it is confidered, that near that very 
region famed from the moſt remote anti- 
quity; viſited by the Patriarehs; the long 
ſojourn of God's choſen people; the wit- 
neſs of his divine power, diſplayed in ſigus 
and wonders and an outſtretched arm; and 
above all, HONOURED BY THE INFANT PRE- 
 YENCE OF THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD; 
rendered venerable by the origin of letters, 


arts, and ſciences; and ſignalized by the moſt 


important tranſactions and conflicts in Greek 
and Roman ſtory; that even Here, within the 
view of THAT ANCIENT RIVER, THE RIVER 
Nil x, the proweſs of the Britiſh Navy 
ſhould perhaps have decided (I hope I do 
not preſume in ſaying) the fate of the uni- 
verſe; that it ſhould here curb the furiouſ- 
neſs of an exulting Heathen, * who ima- 

gined 


fo 


fe 
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gined a vain. thing, ho had: broactied 
his commiſſion in blaſphemy, and, as uſual, 
marked his way in blood - hO had viſite> 
cities, for centuries paſt emboſomed in peace, 


with indiſcriminate maſſacre and pillage— 
1 fay, if upon: conſideration of al! this, we 


ſhould: be inclined to glory, to uſe tho lan- 
guage of the great Apoſtle, we ſhould be 


fools in glorying. Let us carry our thoughts 


to the foot-ſtool of that throne, where the 
conſummate CHRISTIAN HERO, Who was 
the inſtrument of this great deliveranee to 


his country and mankind, carried bis aſpira- 
tions, nurſed in hereditary piety, and trained 


by the early leſſons of a venerable parent, 


whom God has graciouſly preſerved to an 


extended period of life, to be the witneſs 
of his ſon's atchievements, he has been 


found in the very fluſh of victory, to have | 


Of the ſavage cruehties committed at Alexan- 
eria, without deſtinction of age or ſex, the intercepted 
diſpatches exhibit molt GY and in portant documents. 


* 
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fully aſcribed. the glory unto God. There- 


fore © Let the Lord alone be exalted in this 
day.“ Let Him whoſe God is deſtiny, 


and whoſe ſword has made ſo many women 


_ childleſs, beware, leſt * the days of recom- 


pence ſhould be come; “ leſt, in the language 


of the Prophet, Eoxer gather up bis 


„ 'armies, and MEMPHIS bury them. 

„ 
omit a conſideration of the other great de- 
liverance, which under the fame kind and 
watchful Providence, Almighty God has 
operated, by the intrepid activity of our 
naval commanders and the valour of our 
ſeamen, upon the coaſt of Ireland. Into 
whatever quarter we direct our views, the 


Britiſh Navy preſents itſelf as our appropri- 


ate and appoiated bulwark. Had not the 
unwearied vigilance of our fleets intercepted 
the ſuccours, with which our foreign ene- 
my had intended to aid the progreſs of re- 

5 3 5 volt, 


„ 
volt, our ſiſter iſland muſt have experi- 
enced horrors to which all it has already 


previouſly undergone, would have been but 


ſlight precurſors. Scenes equal in extent 
and atrocity to thoſe which our forefathers 


_ witneſſed in that kingdom, in the middle 
of the laſt century. But I hope and truſt, 


that it has pleaſed God to . ſhorten the tri- 
* bulation of thoſe days, without which no 


fleſh could have been ſaved. Liberty muſt 
have been buried under ſtern republican 


deſpotiſm, and an inſolent uſurpation muſt 


have overwhelmed our laws, government, 


and religion. 


Grateful then ſhould we be, that Al- 
mighty God appears to have raiſed and com- 


paſted a confederacy of all good men, in 


defence of all that is dear to us; that thoſe 


who endeavoured to miflead, delude, and 
diſtract their fellow ſubjects, and to deliver 
them over, through the medium of anarchy 

CE — 
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as a prey to foreign ſubjugation, have been. 
baffled in all their efforts, and diſconcerted 
in all their projects by the wiſdom of our 
counſels, aided by the diſcernment and 
fortitude of the people. 


Grateful are we, that God has continued to 
us for ſo long a period, during theſe tremen- 
dous conflicts, a Sovereign who reigns 
BEYOND EXAMPLE, I believe, in the hearts 
of his people; who to a moſt merciful, 


mild, and paternal diſpoſition has united 


the firmneſs, courage, and magnanimity 
which could alone have preſerved the li- 


berty and independance of the Britiſh na- 


tion at this arduous conjuncture; to whom 


the language of the ſacred ſcriptures may» 
without exaggeration be applied; © like 
„ unto him there was no king before him, that 
„ (in an age of decay and apoſtacy) turned 


„ to the Lord with all his ſoul, and with all 


6 bis mught, according to all the law of his 


„ God,” 


In 


thi 
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In revolving all theſe, among various 
other mercies of the author of all good, for 

his mercies to us are on every fide, it be- 

comes us to beware, that this our ſacrifice | 
of praiſe be performed with ſeriouſneſs and 
with trembling. The merciesof God, if duly 
reflefted on, are the moſt awful of all his 
diſpenſations; if /ighted, or deſpiſed, or 
abuſed, they are converted into the moſt 
ſharp and ſignal puniſhments. Great are 
the dangers we have till to encounter, and 
ſtupendous are the obſtacles we have yet to 
ſurmount, calling for every reſource of 
courage, ſobriety, patience, energy, and ac- 
tivity. There is much awe which ariſes from 

2 conſideration, that the deliverance of our 

native land has not been effected without 

the loſs of ſo many of our brave and be- 
loved countrymen. It is our ſpecific duty 
ſo to rejoice with thoſe that rejoice,” that 
we 4 weep with thoſe that weep.” That 
the aged parents, the widows and orphans, 

= S 5 who 
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who cannot Joy in the general joy, do re- 


ceive from us not only the caſual conſola- 
tion of the moment, but every kindly 
office in the general intercourſe of ſocial 
life. Our right hand ſhould ſooner forget 
& its cunning,” than that we ſhould ever 
forget, that it is owing to the relatives of 
theſe poor widows and orphans that our 
wives are not widows, and our children 
 fatherleſs, and that the progreſs of an in- 
ſulting and pitileſs foe, is not marked in 
this favoured Iſland by blood, * and 
deſolation. 


Laſtly, the virtues of ſuch men, either 


of thoſe who bave fallen in the arms of 
i victory, or thoſe whom the providence of 
God has preſerved for farther glorious ex- 
ploits, ſhould warn us in our reſpective 
ſtations, how high a duty we ſeverally are 
called to fulfil, By conſidering the bravery 
and reſolution of thoſe © who have reſiſted 


unto 


0895 


unto blood, who have cHEARTULLx factis 


ficed even their /wves to the ſervice of their 
country, we ſhall be ſurely inclined to ſuſ- 


_ tain; thoſe burdens, and to _ thoſe 
meaner ſacrifices which the country loudly 
demands at our hands. To promote and 
ſupport with zeal, fearleſſneſs, and activity, 
thoſe PRINCIPLES by which alone the defi- 


verance we now commemorate, can be 
made beneficial to us; we ſhall ſurely en; 
gage in our Chriſtian and civil warfare with 
equal zeal, courage, and conſtancy. But 


above all I truſt, that neither the conceit of 


any thing that is wiſe, nor the confidence of 
any thing that is ſtrong in us, will any way 
withdraw us from the moſt proſtrate ac- 
knowledgement of God's goodneſs to us, 
and from a conviction that all the inha- 


<< bitants of the earth are nothing” in his 


fight from praiſing and honouring HIM 


„ who liveth for ever and ever, whoſe do- 


© minion is an everlaſting dominion, and 
6: Ps « whoſe 


i TS 


.* whoſe kingdom is from generation ta 
generation; who doeth according to his 
will in the army of heaven, and among 
< the inhabitants of the earth.” BT RSSH 
„% THEN,” (in the name of the Britiſh 
nation) BE THE Lord Gop or IsRAEL, 
| 4% FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING! | 
« May HE, THE GoD OF OUR FOREFA- 
6 manns, BE OUR GUIDE UNTO DEATH !” 


1 


FINIS. 


